Reference equivalent threshold levels for pure tones and 1/3-oct noise bands: insert earphone and TDH-49 earphone.
Reference equivalent threshold sound pressure levels (RETSPLs) were determined for 20 subjects for pure tones and 1/3-oct noise bands. Two transducers were used: a Telephonics TDH-49 earphone mounted in an MX-41/AR cushion, and a Danavox SMW insert earphone coupled to an "HA-2" earmold. RETSPLs for pure tones transduced by the TDH-49 earphone were very similar to those published previously. For each transducer, RETSPLs for 1/3-oct noise bands were essentially identical to the RETSPLs for pure tones near the center of each band. Applications for threshold testing using the insert earphone and/or 1/3-oct noise bands are discussed.